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Great Britain, had an important bearing on the European situation. The support of London in revising the status of the Dardanelles was uppermost in Izvolsky's mind, while the British negotiators sought to prevent the formation of a continental coalition dominated by Germany and directed against England.
The Anglo-Russian convention, eventually one of the pillars of the Triple Entente, was not thought of in those terms in 1907 and, indeed, for several years thereafter. "The signature of the Anglo-Russian convention did not, by any means, imply the conclusion of an Anglo-Russian understanding," writes Harold Nicolson, Sir Arthur Nicol-son's son and biographer. "The convention was regarded by M. Izvol-sky as a purely negative insurance and one which should not be allowed to affect his relations with the central Powers. . . . Even as an Asiatic agreement the Anglo-Russian convention was a feeble and artificial growth. It was popular neither in England nor in Russia. It was cordially disliked by the government of India as well as by all the Russian and British officials on the spot. It proved unworkable and damaging in Persia, and was never recognized by the amir of Afghanistan. . . . Had the Anglo-Russian convention remained confined to Asia ... it would unquestionably have led to a permanent estrangement between England and Russia. It was the violent attitude adopted by Austria and Germany in the Bosnian crisis which transformed what was a negative arrangement applicable only to Asia into a positive undertaking applicable mainly in Europe." I3 "If matters had been more tactfully handled by Germany and Austria/7 Lord Carnock wrote in the winter of 1916-1917, "I have little doubt that the general trend of Russian policy would have been most benevolent and intimate towards Berlin and Vienna and Russia would not gradually have drifted into a position which forced her to lean upon France and Great Britain and which eventually prevented any close intimate understanding between her and the Triple Alliance/'14 These evaluations of the real significance of the Anglo-Russian convention are judicious and eminently correct.
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